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Our free Christian society is made possible by the dissemination of truth for which a free press is essential. Despite all their other fine qualities, the daily press and radio are compelled by 


economic necessity to cater to the most materialistic and sensational in popular tastes, and, along with the leading news weeklies, to yield to th 
play upon narrow provincialism and our national prejudices. The mass media, therefore, are not a 
ing public, Between The Lines presents carefully selected reports, analyses and forecasts, 


into the crucial issues of the day. 


e economic, political and military pressures that 
ate the Christian mind which would maintain its dedication 

highly condensed and drawn from the most authoritative sources, providing the lay: 
These efforts are dedicated to the belief that only as our society is motivated by Judaic-Christ 


truth. For this more discern- 
man with greater insight 
can we avoid 


oncepts of truth the violent changes inherent 
in war and communism and move forward out of the tribalism of men towards brotherhood in the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in a nuclear age. 





“What Can I Do?” 


A routine civic duty has turned 
into a full-time responsibility for a 
housewife in Ionia, Michigan. Aft- 
er a “duty call” at the nearby Re- 
formatory to see several young 
men who never received mail or 
visitors, Mrs. F. T. Bradt soon 
found herself serving as a go-be- 
tween for lonely young men and 
the free world. She now has 20 
“adopted sons” in the institution 
who depend on her friendship, call 
her “mom” and actually try to im- 
prove their behavior so she won't 
come and find them in solitary. 

Some are lifers, armed robbers, 
car thieves and safe crackers but 
they all look forward to their hour 
in the visiting room talking with 
this unpretentious woman who 
doesn’t try to “sell” them any new 
ideas or even offer advice—mere- 
ly to give them friendship ac- 
cording to their individual needs. 
She keeps a little red book in 
which she lists her “boys” and the 
things they ask her to do for them 
—as well as the exact order of 
visits, so as not to show partiality. 
This is a unique experiment in hu- 
man relations which has already 
resulted in improved morale among 
the men, as well as better behavior. 

When Mrs. Bradt learned about 
a boy whose release had been 
delayed six months because he 
couldn’t find a home or job, 
she took the problem to her hus- 
band. “This boy needed a home, 
and Mr. Bradt needed someone to 
help him. As a result this boy is 
living with us now and he’s just 
wonderful. All our friends have 
accepted him as a member of the 
family; and a family is just what 
he’s never had. It’s made a world 
of difference in his personality.” 

In your community, there is 
certainly a jail—-there may be a 
penal institution, reform school or 
refuge for wayward youth. Such 
places are invariably under-staffed. 
What work needs doing? 





HIS CHRISTMAS IS GREATLY NEEDED: With the mind of 
the world hovering over the threats and fears that center in 
Palestine, how fortunate that all must pause now and listen to the 
voice of God speaking through the life of a small child born in the 
midst of these same sandy hills. A gift subscription to Between The 
Lines means that time and again during the coming year someone will 
be urged to listen, helped to see the path of love and truth in the midst 
of tumult. Christmas is necessary ... Between The Lines is needed too. 
And Between The Lines needs Christmas! We're counting on 
you to help boost our subscription list so rising costs can be met 
without increasing our subscription rate. Have you sent in your list? 
Only a few days left. 

For each 5 subscriptions you send in, you will receive without 
cost: a copy of Think On These Things (an attractively bound book of 
drawings and paragraphs by Charles A. Wells, 87 pages, in a rich blue 
heavy paper cover, regularly $1.) — or a copy of The Great Alternative 
(a beautifully designed book, written and illustrated by Charles A. Wells, 
142 pages, hard cover, reg. $2., now reduced to $1.50). 

For each 10 subscriptions you send in, you will receive, without 
cost, an extra subscription to Between The Lines. 

Or the books separately make thoughtful gifts for your more 
discerning friends — Think On These Things at $1 a copy, The Great 
Alternative at $1.50 a copy. Send in your order today to Between The 
Lines Press, Box 269, Demarest, N. J. 











X-Ray and Forecast 


ATRED AND FEAR not only breed more hate and fear, but 
create dissension and discord until anarchy — bloody and total — 
engulfs mankind. Love and faith not only generate more love and faith, 
but create cooperation and orderliness until peace — abundant and en- 
during — can pervade the life of man. These are the contending forces 
that govern our fortunes, in the home, in the community and in the state. 
THE WORLD HAS BEEN WEAVING UNCERTAINLY on the 
verge of anarchy—bloody and total—because the “Christian” de- 
mocratic West has failed to keep love and faith as the central motif of 
its policy and action. Communism makes no apology for the presence of 
hate and fear as its central theme, therefore oppression and violence are 
the only tools suited to its needs. But in so far as the Christian West 
deserts love and faith and introduces hate and fear into its life and policy, 
it becomes to that degree undistinguishable from communism in policy 
and principle. 

THE BRITISH-FRENCH MILITARY ASSAULT UPON 
EGYPT, the oppression of colored peoples by the whites in Africa and 
in parts of America, the persistent French colonialism, the American and 
British colonialism in Arabia (a source of so much of the tensions and 
violence in the Near East), the inordinate U. S. military build-up in a 
dozen countries while we neglect most of the other ways democracy 
might be strengthened — these are the elements that have caused the 
moral confusion which feeds the growing spirit of world anarchy. The 
press of Tokyo, Djakarta, Rangoon, New Delhi, Teheran, Athens, Istam- 
bul, Rome and elsewhere reflect this view by their frequent mention of 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 


Divine Healing 

Is harm being done to the cause 
of religion by the exhibitions of 
faith healing over TV? Scores of 
newspapermen, medical men, psy- 
chologists and other authoritative 
observers have personally attended 
the services held by the various pop- 
ular faith healers to appraise sin- 
cerely and evaluate the methods and 
results. Mass faith healing meetings 
do turn public attention to religion, 
and it is true that psychosomatic ill- 
nesses may often be affected favor- 
ably, but authoritative theologians 
and medical men believe that such 
demonstrations do incalculable harm 
both to individuals and to the cause 
of religion. Protestantism especially 
suffers disrepute from what is often 
obviously cheap quackery and ex- 
hibitionism. Although the Roman 
Church has many famous shrines 
where healings are reported, the 
hierarchy has enforced considerable 
restraint to prevent the shrines from 
becoming rackets. But the official 
sale of medals and_ religious 
“charms” raises another set of 
questions. 


People are sometimes helped: by 
the TV faith healers, for some ail- 
ments, arising from certain psycho- 
somatic conditions, respond to a 
sudden dramatic experience or emo- 
tional shock. But much damage also 
is done to countless individuals who 
come hundreds of miles to be healed 
but find no lasting relief and go 
away bitter and disillusioned al- 
though they have desperately tried 
to comply with the requirements of 
the “healers.” Other thousands, sad- 
ly crippled or pitifully ill, are shunt- 
ed aside by the staff of assistants 
who are skilled in keeping the in- 
curables from even reaching the 
“healer” and getting in the lime- 
light. 

All this, however, has created 
a realization among established 
churches and pastors that the sorry 


exhibitions of “faith healing” re- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Divine Healing 
(continued) 
sult from the church’s failure to 
carry on its historic mission of min- 
istering to those who are sick in 
mind and body. The apostles of the 


early church carried a vial of oil 


with them at all times to annoint 
the sick, and prayers for healing 
were a traditional part of worship 
in the early church. Realizing the 
failure of the modern church in this 
ministry, clergymen and laymen 
(many of whom are physicians, psy- 
chologists and psychiatrists) are en- 
gaging in group studies and con- 
ducting healing services under the 
leadership of pastors who have had 
successful experiences in a healing 
ministry. Four conferences have 
been held in recent months in the 
New York City area where leading 
clergymen and laymen have gath- 
ered from all over the country to 
learn more of biblical healing and 
to advance the healing ministry. 
Moreover, many clergymen have 
been quietly and successfully prac- 
ticing this healing ministry during 
recent years. 

The great distinction between 
their efforts and the highly publi- 
cized “divine healing” mass meet- 
ings is that these pastors seek to 
avoid publicity for themselves or 
those helped — following Jesus’ ad- 
monition “to go and tell no man.” 
To them, healing is such a priceless 
spiritual experience that to publicize 
it and build it up into a $100,000 a 
year business would be a denial of 
its very nature and purpose. 


Hungarian Christians 

The central committee of the 
World Council of Churches held its 
annual session at Galyatepo, Hun- 
gary, only a few weeks before the 
brutal Russian attack. When West- 
ern delegates returned from behind 
the Iron Curtain, they brought the 
news that the Protestant Churches 
itt Hungary have a total member- 
ship of approximately two and a 
half million. Two million members 
belong to the Reformed Church, 
430,000 are Lutheran, while the 
Baptists claim between 50,000 and 
75,000. The Roman Catholics far 
outnumber the Protestants with a 
membership of over four million. 
This means that over 65 per cent of 
the people of Hungary, after ten 
years of communism, are still 
church members! A general impres- 
sion prevails that the Communists 
promptly destroy the church wher- 
ever they become dominant. No 
doubt they would if they could, but 
in Russia and all satellite states the 
Reds have been forced to permit 
public worship and have, for the last 
ten years, generally left the clergy of 
all denominations unmolested. In 
Hungary, a government subsidy out 


of taxes is given to the churches to 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


the U. S., Britain and France as threats to peace in much the same terms 
as they use in speaking of Russia. 

THE EISENHOWER ADMINISTRATION has gained a new 
awareness of this world attitude and the dilemma it creates. The Pres- 
ident’s condemnation of the British-French resort to violence (while ex- 
coriating the brutality of Russia in Hungary) and his unqualified support 
of the United Nations as the only force that can check communism and 
curb the growth of anarchy have reflected an earnestness which bespeaks 
this awakening. Since the 1955 Geneva summit conference, the President 
has also repeatedly emphasized that war has become unthinkable. 

EISENHOWER IS UNDER GREAT PRESSURE, however, from 
those who urge him to be “more realistic.” He is being warned by the 
Eden war party in London that “the renunciation of force by the West 
while the Communists continue to use naked force and the threat of force 
in support of Moscow policy” gives the law-breakers all the advantages. 
Eden renews the old charge that “appeasement” was alone responsible 
for World War II. Voices in the U. S. press and radio, which represent 
military and political extremists, are echoing Eden’s charges more vigor- 
ously every day. Will Eisenhower yield to these pressures? He probably 
will unless he hears strong protests from the people. 


HERE ARE THREE BLIND SPOTS in this threadbare, obsolete, 

power-politics, military diplomacy: First, it does not recognize the 
radical revolution in the mechanics of war. If a real war ever starts, 
atomic weapons will be used because all sizes and kinds of nuclear mis- 
siles are being integrated into military tactics by both Russia and the 
West. Guided missiles with atomic war-heads of immense destructive 
capacity and of high speed and increasing range are also now ready. 
Whenever Russia and the U. S. are drawn into conflict, this stuff will be 
used from the start, and that will mean destruction and death without 
limit. Therefore this outdated power-diplomacy, which depends on 
meeting violence with violence, simply means that we lock arms in suicide. 
Is that all that modern man is capable of? 

Second, the only possible way to avoid such a catastrophe is to 
strengthen the authority of international law and order, and then invest 
in this authority the power to forbid the use of violence by individual 
nations. International authority must then become the sole proprietor of 
all heavy weapons by which nations might wage war. There is no other 
way out of this dilemma. 

INTERNATIONAL AUTHORITY NOW ESTABLISHED IN 
THE UN has been undermined and weakened by the refusal of the great 
powers to yield their hates and fears, and their monopoly of death and 
destruction, to the collective will of the other 76 nations that make up 
the UN. Will the big powers kill each other off, leaving their portion of 
the earth charred and torn before the other 76 states can live like civil- 
ized beings — this is the question being asked by UN delegates from Asia, 
Africa and Latin-America. 

EISENHOWER’S OVERWHELMING POPULARITY arises out 
of his renunciation of war and his support of the UN. All political an- 
alysts agree on this, just as all public polls show that the American 
people are overwhelmingly in favor of full support of the UN. The recent 
action of the American conference of Roman Catholic Bishops, praising 
Eisenhower for his courageous peace stand and his support of the UN, 
has strengthened the President’s position. Yet every day voices in the 
press and radio sneer at the UN and denounce its weakness, never ac- 
knowledging why it is weak or the contradictions created by the U. S. 
attitudes and policy that undermine it and perpetuate its weakness. 


HE TIME IS RIPE for renewed support of the UN as the only 

international authority extant. Russia has done great and irreparable 
harm to her own cause by her attack on Hungary. The nations of Asia,whom 
the Soviet has been wooing, have all expressed shock and alarm over 
Russia’s action. Nehru left the neutral camp to join the premiers of 
Burma, Indonesia and Ceylon in demanding that the Russian armies leave 
Hungary. Red China has also shown disapproval of Russian tactics. Tito 
has made scathing denunciations of the Moscow policies (N. Y. Times, 
Nov. 20; Washington Post, Nov. 21). Having no share in the guilt of 
Britain and France for their abortive violence in Egypt, the U. S. could 
press relentlessly for UN representatives to enter Hungary, restoring and 
increasing the authority of the UN as a force against tryanny and 
oppression. 

RUSSIA HAS BEEN SEVERELY WEAKENED within because 
of the orgy of bloodshed in Hungary. The news that large numbers of 
Soviet troops deserted to the Hungarian side, taking their guns and tanks 
with them, has shaken the Kremlin as few things could, and will stir 


much reaction among the Russian people. Many reports from reliable 
(continued on NEXT page) 





Hungarian Christians 
(continued) 

maintain buildings and to pay saj. 
aries of the clergy. Some moves 
were on foot before the uprising to 
cut these subsidies. After the Rus. 
sian attack against the Hungarian 
freedom forces, little has been heard 
from religious groups. Suffering 
among the church people was wide. 
spread — for without question they 
were among the leaders of the free. 
dom movement. 

The throngs in Poland and Hun- 
gary who shouted the names of the 
heroes of the Church, as they 
raised the cry for freedom, was also 
a grim omen for the Reds. The 
names of Bishop Ordass, Cardinal 
Mindszenty and other church lead- 
ers often rang out above all the 
noise of the battle, because these 
throngs knew, as they went down 
before the Soviet tanks, that the 
Communists had failed to subdue 
the church in Poland and Hungary 
— as well as in Russia. Above the 
sounds of battle and the cries of 
dying men are these sure signs and 
symbols that foretell the final doom 
of communism. 

THE CHURCH AND TYRAN.- 
NY: In many Communist areas a 
citizen may be subject to suspicion 
and recrimination if he is often seen 
in church gatherings. Frequently he 
cannot “get ahead” in his profes- 
sional life if he is known to be a 
regular attendant at services of di- 
vine worship. But when a religious 
festival is held, such as the great 
church rallies featured each year by 
the Evangelical Congregations in 
Germany, immense crowds gather 
to witness Christian truth in a joy- 
ous demonstration of religious soli- 
darity in the face of tyranny. 


A few weeks ago the Evangelical 
Churches of Germany held a three 
day religious festival at Frankfort. 
Between 70,000 and 100,000 per- 
sons attended, including 10,000 
from behind the Iron Curtain. At 
first the Communists tried to pre- 
vent churchmen from leaving the 
East Zone, but the pressure became 
so great the Communists had to 
give way. The very immensity of 
these crowds becomes a political 
force which undergirds resistance 
against tyranny and presents a warn- 
ing to the tyrants that the Church 
remains an unconquerable force. 


Background on Egypt 

The British, French and Israeli 
military forces launched their light- 
ning war on Egypt believing it could 
be terminated quickly because of 
the nature of the Egyptian state and 
civilization which is little under- 
stood by most Americans. 

While President Nasser managed 
to sidestep the invaders’ attempt to 
dislodge him, his dictatorship 


stands upon very little that could 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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Background on Egypt 
(continued) 

give his regime strength in modern 
warfare. Although he has been pro- 
yided with weapons by the Com- 
munists, he has few men capable 
of operating the planes, tanks and 
rapid-firing missiles. Over 90 per 
cent of Egypt’s population is illiter- 
ate, and more than half own noth- 
ing beyond the tattered clothes 
they wear. More than half the 
farmers are sharecroppers or land- 
less peasants who barely have 
enough left for themselves and 
their families to eat, when they 
have paid what they owe the land- 
lord and money lender. There are 
only 800 primary schools in the 
4,500 villages that crowd about the 
winding delta of the Nile. 

With this illiteracy and poverty, 
people know little about their own 
government in Cairo and almost 
nothing about the world beyond. If 
they are asked what nation or coun- 
try they belong to, they will give 
the name of the village clan, the his- 
tory of which will probably go back 
to the time of the Pharoahs. 


There is therefore little loyalty 
that President Nasser can draw 
upon for the impassioned resistance 
to invasion which he has called for. 
The peasant or fellaheen is a slave 
to the soil and in most instances is 
a slave to the landowner, despite 
the land reform the Nasser gov- 
ernment has been pushing. If he is 
not a slave to the landowner, he is 
aslave to the profiteers and middle- 
men in Cairo who buy his cotton 
and sell iton the world market. The 
price paid to the fellaheen for his 
cotton varies little, leaving him an 
annual income of scarcely $100 a 
year while the middleman watches 
the world cotton market and sells 
what the fellaheen produces at the 
highest possible price. Long ex- 
ploited by a corrupt royal govern- 
ment, the millions of impoverished 
people have not yet had time to de- 
velop a new loyalty for the revolu- 
tionary government of Nasser, al- 
though many reforms have been 
inaugurated to lift the standard of 
living of the people. 

Some effort has been made to 
multiply the state banking branches 
so the peasants will not be at the 
mercy of the money lenders, and 
to build new schools, community 
health centers and agricultural aid 
projects. In fact, nearly three 
hundred such community centers 
have been built, but they barely 
scratch the surface of need. Dirt 
and disease, as well as perennial 
hunger, mark the life of the villag- 
er and very few young men manage 
to break away from the customs 
and obligations that hold the indi- 
vidual to clan and village. Those 
who become doctors, lawyers, mer- 


chants, teachers or civil servants 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast = (continued) 


sources tell of whole regiments of Russian troops, officers and tank crews 
deserting to the Hungarian side. (Washington Post, Nov. 20). 

NO POWER ON EARTH can keep from the Russian people the 
truth of the situation in Hungary and what it symbolizes. As thousands 
of Russian troops return home, the force of this truth will spread out, 
and the pressure of resentment against the Kremlin, already high despite 
the effort of Khrushchev and Bulganin to ease tensions, will mount higher 
than ever, according to those closely in touch with Soviet affairs. If the 
UN had the full support of the free West, the pressure that could be put 
upon the Kremlin from the outside, coupled with the pressures that are 
bound to be built up from within the Iron Curtain, would become un- 
bearable. Experts on Russian affairs, including former Soviet officials 
who are now advisors in Washington believe that violent counter-revolu- 
tionary action would become inevitable within the next twelve months. 


HY DOES THE WEST WITHHOLD SUCH SUPPORT FROM 

THE UN? Why did the British and French by-pass the UN in 
the attempt to take matters in hand in Egypt? Why is the UN thus kept 
impotent? It is because powerful interests within the Western democ- 
racies feel they cannot afford to let themselves become subject to the will 
of the UN, representing as it does, 80 nations, most of whom are small 
impoverished states. These powerful interests hold monopolistic controls 
over the earth’s most important resources and are fully aware that, if a 
true international authority were established, they could no longer ma- 
nipulate these resources for their own sole advantage. 


ABOVE ALL, THIS MEANS OIL. The real sources of tension in 
the Near East cannot be fully appraised until more is known about the 
oil under the sands of Arabia. The oil deposits in Saudi Arabia. Iraq, 
Kuwait and Iran are almost unbelievable. American geologists were 
amazed to discover a single oil field stretching along 150 miles of the 
Persian Gulf which is believed to contain as much oil as the present 
proved reserves of the entire North American continent! And several 
other fields found nearby are even larger. The one tiny state of Kuwait 
(smaller than Massachusetts) is estimated to contain more oil than exists 
in all the U. S. oil fields. Iran and Iraq have many similar fields, and 
other areas are as yet unexplored. 


But the growth in oil consumption in the capitalist West more than 
matches these resources. Already Near East production has jumped five- 
fold since World War II to meet the needs of the free world. In the one 
year — 1955 — shipments out of the Near East rose 20 per cent above 
the preceeding year. American consumption of oil, along with that of 
Latin America, has grown apace with that of Europe until it is now 
realized that there is simply no other place in the free world outside of 
the Arabian area where there is sufficient oil for the future. 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Background on Egypt 
(continued) 

look back upon the villages from 

which they came with disdain. 

Nasser has strengthened the weak 
military forces of Egypt by making 
the army an avenue of opportunity 
to better standards of living, rudi- 
mentary education, with special 
emphasis on a chance to learn a 
useful trade. American military at- 
taches in Cairo believe however 
that, while the individual Egyptian 
soldier would fight to preserve his 
own good fortune as a member of 
the army class, he would sacrifice 
little to “save the nation” from an 
invader. He is more likely to say, 
“Who knows, maybe things will be 
better if somebody else comes.” 

The Egyptians hold that the vil- 
lagers resist change and that little 
can be done for them except 
through a dictatorship. American 
Point Four people, missionaries and 
others who have had experience in 
Egyptian villages believe that this 
indifference to change and suspicion 
of government reform stems from 
past experience with “improve- 
ments” and proposed changes which 
only gave more wealth to the upper 
classes and tightened the chains of 
serfdom upon the fellaheen. These 
observers fear therefore that, if the 
present crisis does bring Communist 
infiltrators into Egypt, the Marxist 
doctrine will have strong appeal to 
the villagers. They will listen to the 
Marxist teaching that the “dicta- 
torship of the proletariat” will first 
of all destroy the traditional land- 
owner and city aristocracy, and that 
representatives of the landless peas- 
antry and exploited workers will 
institute reforms for the people at 
the people’s level. This technique of 
revolution comes with a sudden 
burst of hope to backward peoples 
when they see the possibility of 
power rising out of their own class. 
That this power in itself may be- 
come tyranny troubles them little as 
long as they see the chains of serf- 
dom broken and envision wider 
opportunities for themselves. 

The Iowa farmer visiting a col- 
lective farm community in the So- 
viet is mostly impressed by the 
wasteful methods of bureaucracy 
with the lack of freedom in the life 
of the individual, and the scarcity 
of ham and eggs on the breakfast 
table. But the collective farm in the 
Ukraine with its abundance of rye 
bread, cheese and cabbage soup, 
with its tractors and combines, looks 
like heaven to the impoverished vil- 
lager along the Nile or in the Afri- 
can colonies to the south. 

By all standards of Western civ- 
ilization, communism has failed as 
“a way of life.” But this must not 
blind us to its continued strong ap- 
peal as a revolutionary program 
for those who have known little 
but poverty and oppression. 





De-Stalinization 


Continues 

The swift and tumultuous events 
of past weeks have not changed 
the direction of major trends be- 
hind the Iron Curtain. 

Veteran American observers who 
have been in Russia recently report 
that the down-grading of Stalin is 
continuing and will continue. Re- 
cent events in the satellite states 
have not affected this trend. 

The wholesale release of Russian 
political prisoners from concentra- 
tion camps continues. Western ob- 
servers are beginning to accept the 
Soviet figures that five or six mil- 
lion prisoners have been released in 
the last two years and that four 
million more will be freed in the 
next twelve months. Many critics 
also accept the Soviet claim that all 
“political” prison camps will be 
closed by mid-1957. The slave la- 
bor reform is believed to be genu- 
ine because so many former prison- 
ers are now encountered in all 
walks of life and because of the vis- 
ible shrinkage in size and power of 
the secret police. Three years ago 
no one could move about Moscow 
or any other Russian community 
without being conscious of the prev- 
alence of the secret police, while 
today one rarely encounters their 
authority. 

The reduction in the size of the 
Russian army is also being accepted 
on face value because of the ap- 
pearance of so many former sol- 
diers, wearing parts of their old 
uniforms, now working in factories 
and on collective farms. 

The new law permitting the Rus- 
sian worker to change jobs on 30 
day notice, which went into effect 
this fall, will have an “important 
liberalizing influence.” It is believed 
that the authorities would not dare 
make such a promise unless they 
intend to carry it out fully. So now, 
for the first time since the revolu- 
tion, a Russian can quit his job, 
move to another community and 
seek other employment if he so 
desires. 

Russian stores and market places 
reveal a considerable increase in the 
production of consumer goods. One 
authority reports that this increase 
is as much as 60 or 70 per cent, and 
will soon affect the living standards 
of the Russians. The major Soviet 
problem still centers on agriculture. 
While some improvement has been 
noted, collective agriculture still 
limps along at a low production 
rate because of the resentment and 
resistance of the agricultural popu- 
lation to collectivization. 

The next crisis in Soviet life will 
inevitably fall in this area, for it is 
obvious that Soviet agriculture must 
become vastly more productive to 


keep up with other advances in the 
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“LUCKY FOR US, ALL THIS OIL IS OURS.” say the Amer- 
ican oil leaders. For nearly all the oil in the Middle East has been dis- 
covered and developed by American and British companies, with about 
60 per cent of the production in American hands. But here the tensions 
begin, although all mention of the relationship of the oil monopoly to 
Near East tensions is taboo among politicians, members of Congress and 
officials of our State Department. To make an issue of the U. S.-British 
oil monopoly is a short cut into outer darkness and political oblivion, 
so the public hears little. Moreover the multi-billion dollar oil cartel is 
closely allied with the giant steel and chemical corporations, for their 
operations, investments and political concerns are naturally interwoven. 
In many ways their leaders are progressive-minded men but they are 
hired to increase the corporations’ investments and to make profits. 

BUT THOUSANDS OF CAPITALIST BUSINESSMEN OF 
WESTERN EUROPE, Japan, India and elsewhere are asking why they 
should pay tribute to a few American and British multi-billionaire cor- 
porations for oil that lies in their hemisphere and which they must have 
for economic survival. Many complaints have been filed with the United 
Nations (some of which have been mentioned in the American press) 
over the unfair prices that these businessmen feel are imposed upon them 
in the purchase of oil supplies. Should all this treasure, they ask, be held 
by a few rich Americans just because they got there first and have the 
biggest warships and bombing planes? Petitions have been submitted to 
the UN, asking that, as originally planned at the UN’s founding, inter- 
national commissions be established to supervise the development and 
distribution not only of the oil of the Near East but also of other strategic 
materials in Asia and Africa that are likewise being monopolized by a few 
who got there first. But every effort to establish such authority has been 
quickly squashed by the powerful financial interests that permeate the 
U. S. State Department and in turn have an inside track to the influential 
place the U. S. holds in UN organization. (See U. S. News, Dec. 3, 1946; 
also the UN Economic Report for Europe, March, 1955.) 

THOUSANDS OF YOUNG ARABIANS who return from uni- 
versities and engineering schools ask the question — why should not their 
own people possess and benefit from these raw materials — not at the 
rate of 30 or even 51 per cent; why should they not have complete re- 
sponsibility and control over the great treasures Allah has given them? 
(Iran raised her share from 21 per cent to 51 per cent after the temporary 
seizure of the Iranian British oil properties under Mossadegh, although 
his efforts were pictured in our press as a fiasco.) In most of these areas, 
the Arabs see the oil profits go to their feudal monarchs, who live in un- 
believable luxury, surrounded by equally unbelievable corruption; this 
creates cesspools of intrigue, bribery and crime throughout the entire 
Middle East. In the meantime, the common people in these countries 
continue to live in poverty and dull despair. The American oil mo- 
nopolies divide their immense profits with the feudal oligarchies and shy 
away from or even block any steps that might disturb the status quo. 
(Fortunately Iran and Iraq have more enlightened rulers who are using 
at least part of the wealth for the benefit of their people.) 

In the midst of this monopolistic control of vital resources upon 
which the free world is dependent, and into this social blindness, cor- 
ruption and feudalism, comes the Communist agent, skilled and deter- 
mined to stir up all the hatreds, frustrations and despair he can find. For 
hatred, suspicion, fear and anarchy are his handmaidens. How can the 
Marxists’ plans be thwarted, a stable peace built and an international 
authority established to safeguard the peace — when most of the peoples 
in the free world see their economic survival held in the hands of the 
few, and the life blood of that survival manipulated for profit by that few? 

The oil of the Near East is the life blood of Western capitalism. 
If the heart that governs that life blood is prompted by love for all 
mankind, and faith in eternal justice and truth, a way can easily be 
found to unite the free world in a new spirit of cooperative goodwill and 
Christian sharing that would isolate the evil machinations of the Marxists. 
The investments of oil corporations would then be far safer than now 
and so would the lives of millions of people. 

Historians remind us that wars are always caused by economic 
tensions irrespective of the ideals that are injected into a conflict to win 
popular support. With the whole free world dependent on the energy 
resources of the Near East, and the Communist world, especially Red 
China, also needing the same resources, we have here the most inflamatory 
situation in history. Did the old prophets of Israel, sensing the move- 
ments in history spreading out east and west from the axis of the Holy 
Land and adjacent territories, foresee this conflict in the very earth on 


which they stood and call it Armageddon? 
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De-Stalinization 

(continued) 
Soviet economy. The people wil 
not tolerate hunger in the face of 
widely publicized increases in pro. 
duction of cars, trucks, planes, 
houses and apartment buildings, 
clothing, dishware and crockery, 
which is being heralded in the §o- 
viet press. 

U. S..SOVIET CULTURE Ex. 
CHANGE: So far this year over 
2,000 Americans have visited the 
Soviet Union. These include busi- 
ness experts, church groups, doc- 
tors, nuclear scientists, Red Cross 
officials, movie producers, farmers 
and housing experts. Most of the 
220 Soviet and satellite citizens who 
have visited the United States this 
year have been specialists in the 
fields of science and industry. Three- 
fourths of these visitors have been 
Russians. One group attended a sci- 
entific symposium at the Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology this 
fall. Others will attend the Interna- 
tional Congress on Theoretical Phy- 
sics at Seattle, the Congress of 
Neurological Surgeons in Chicago 
and other such gatherings during 
coming months. 

When the Boston Symphony Or- 
chestra visited Moscow this autumn, 
it received a tumultuous reception, 
according to press dispatches from 
Moscow. Russian critics did not let 
political differences stand in their 
way in acclaiming the Boston musi- 
cal organization. Moreover, it is 
especially significant that the or- 
chestra programs featured Ameri- 
can composers almost exclusively. 
“Their enthusiasm was for the mu- 
sic of the West,” stated an orches- 
tra leader. “We did not try to win 
their approval by playing Russian 
composers.” Capacity audiences, 
sold out weeks ahead, greeted the 
orchestra on every occasion. 

Red inner circles have been se 
verely jolted by the large part 
which Communist - trained youth 
played in the Polish and Hungarian 
anti-Soviet revolt, and the great 
numbers of Russian troops who 
deserted to the cause of freedom in 
Hungary. For the Communist dic- 
tators had concentrated their great- 
est efforts upon educating and in- 
doctrinating these youths in the 
Communist way of life, and inspit- 
ing loyalty and respect for Marxism. 
Defeat on this ideological battle- 
field far outweighs any temporary 
advantage Moscow has gained by 
brutally crushing the freedom 
movements. 

The Communist masters counted 
on this rising generation of Red 
youth —a_ generation which has 
experienced nothing but commit 
nism —to implement the expai- 
sion of communism into new areas. 
But all this effort has now resulted 
in a monumental failure, a failare 
that is basic and permanent. 
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